
  



 
Announcements: 

 
Sunday Live Services – The campus is open for live 
on-campus Sunday services and Bible studies.  
We continue to encourage face masks and social 
distancing for the comfort of those around us.  
Please enter through the Welcome Center only. 

 

Weekly Schedule: 
 

 
Sundays Wednesdays 

 
Encounter Service 

9:15 am 
 

Celebration 
Services 

9:15 & 10:45 am 
 

Childcare 
(birth-preK)  

9:15 & 10:45 am 
 

Kids Worship 
(K-5) 

9:15 & 10:45 am 
 

Adult Sunday 
School 

8, 9:15 & 10:45 am 
 

High School 
Youth 
6 pm 

Choir 
Rehearsal 

6 pm 
 

Middle School 
Youth 

6:15 pm 
 

Orchestra 
Rehearsal 

7 pm 
 

Wed, Dec 9 
Stewardship 
Committee 

4 pm 
GO Team 

7 pm 
Carpenters 
for Christ 

7 pm 
 

IF YOU ARE NOT FEELING WELL OR HAVE HAD A RECENT 
EXPOSURE TO SOMEONE WHO TESTED POSITIVE FOR COVID-
19, WE ASK THAT YOU STAY HOME AND WATCH SERVICES 
ONLINE.  
 

https://www.fbcpalmetto.com/fbc-media/livestream.html
https://www.fbcpalmetto.com/fbc-media/livestream.html


Announcements (continued): 
 
UPPER Room Students' Christmas Open ─ Middle and 
high school students are invited to the first annual 
Christmas Open, a mini golf Christmas party. Tee time is at 
6 pm on Sunday, December 13 in the UPPER Room.  
Wear your goofiest Christmas golfing attire and make your 
way through a self-made putt-putt course running 
throughout the entire church. Of course, there will be a ton 
of food at the 19th hole and prizes will be awarded for just 
about everything . . . best dressed, most spirited, lowest 
score, highest score and more!! 
 
Baptism ─ If you feel called to take the next step in faith, 
you may be ready for baptism. Baptism is a public 
declaration that you are a new creation through your faith in 
Jesus Christ.  
For more information, call the church office (941-722-7795) 
and ask to speak to a pastor about your baptism. 
 
Encounter Parrish Bible Study ─ Encounter Parrish 
meets on Saturdays at 5 pm at the Gillett Chapel (12125 
71st St E, Parrish) for fellowship and a Bible Study. There 
is no need to RSVP-just come join us. For more information, 
contact Pastor Kenny at 941-722-7795. 
 
End of Year Contributions ─ Please be in prayer for God’s 
blessings on the December budget. Contributions must be 
postmarked by midnight on December 31 to be eligible for 
a 2020 tax deduction. You can make contributions through 
the FBC smart phone app or via the website: 
www.fbcpalmetto.com; select ‘contact’ and ‘online giving.' 
 
Parents Night Out ─ Parents, drop off your children from 
6-9 pm and have a night out on Friday, December 11. 
Sponsored by Palmetto Kids, reservations are required. 
Contact Lynne Mikulec at the church office at 941-722-7795 
by noon on Monday, December 7. 
 
Christmas Eve Services ─ Join us on December 24th at 4 
or 5:30 pm for a family friendly Christmas service in the 
Worship Center.  

https://pushpay.com/g/fbcpalmetto?src=hpp


 

 

 

• What stands out from the sermon or passage this morning?  
 
 
 

• What are some events that occur when no one is watching? 
 
 
 

• Describe a season when you felt overwhelmed and it seemed as if God was not 
paying attention. 
 
 
 

• Summarize the situation surrounding the events found in 2 Kings 6. Who was 
in the story? What was he trying to do? Who did he try to capture? Why?  
 
 
 

• What did the army look like that surrounded Elisha? What is significant about 
its description? Why would this have been a scary sight? (verse 14) 
 
 
 

• Describe what you think the servant saw when he looked out of the house in 
the morning? Why did he respond this way? (verse 15)  
 
 
 

• Why did Elisha tell him not to be afraid? Why does God consistently say in 
Scripture for people not to be afraid?  
 
 
 

• What is significant about the army of God having been there the whole time? 
How would we be different if we were confident God was working in ways we 
couldn’t see? 
 
 
 

• What do you do when you don’t see God doing anything? 
 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+kings+6&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+kings+6%3A14&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+kings+6%3A15&version=ESV


Monday 
 

One Year Bible Reading Plan – Week 49 – Day 1 

 
Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was 
still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. So she ran and 
went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to 
them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they 
have laid him.” So Peter went out with the other disciple, and they were going toward 
the tomb. Both of them were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and 
reached the tomb first. And stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but 
he did not go in.” 

Read all of John 20-21 

 

What does this passage tell you about God?  
 
 
What does this passage reveal about you?  
 
 
What do you need to change after reading this passage? 
 
 
 

“Incline your ear, and hear the words of the wise, and apply your heart to my 
knowledge, for it will be pleasant if you keep them within you, if all of them are ready 
on your lips. That your trust may be in the Lord, I have made them known to you today, 
even to you. Have I not written for you thirty sayings of counsel and knowledge, to 
make you know what is right and true, that you may give a true answer to those who 
sent you?” 

Read all of Proverbs 22:17–29 

 

Does this passage challenge what you believe in any way? 
 
 
What is the good news in this passage that you can share with someone else? 
 
 
How might this passage affect the way you pray today?  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20-21&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+22%3A17%E2%80%9329&version=ESV


Tuesday – Lord That I May See 
By George Volpe 

“By faith he (Moses) forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of 
the king: for he endured, as seeing him who is invisible.”  

Hebrews 11:27 

 

In our physical world, we are able to see with our eyes because they are 
sensitive to light. Of course, that’s an incredible over-simplification of the 
miracle of eyesight. Some animals don’t need light to “see.” They use sonar 
and other means to determine the location of things around them.  

Humans have very good eyesight—in the physical world. And it is quite 
understandable that we learn to depend on what we can physically see day in 
and day out. What we can’t see with our eyes, we tend to dismiss as 
unimportant, or even non-existent. That’s why we used to put our valuables in 
the trunk of the car. “Out of sight, out of mind,” the saying goes. If roving eyes 
can’t see it, they are less likely to be tempted to break into your car. 

Scriptures tell us there are principalities and dominions all over our world that 
are invisible to our physical eyes. As Christians, we know that’s true, but 
sometimes we find it a little strange to admit we have company when it appears 
as though there are no visible beings around. After all, we don’t “see” anyone. 
But as Christians we lift our prayers to God even though we can’t see Him, 
knowing He already knows the deepest cry of our hearts, even before we can 
form the words.  

Typically, when we pray, we close our eyes so we’re not distracted by our 
surroundings, and to help us focus on God only. It’s humbling. It recognizes 
God’s sovereignty. We’re not praying to what we are looking at. We cannot see 
the face of God, but we are making the effort to block everything else out for 
His sake. We’re communicating to the realm beyond our natural sight. But how 
did Elisha actually see beyond natural sight?  

I don’t think Elisha had x-ray vision, or special eyes that could see the spirit 
world. I do think Elisha’s belief was so strong that it was as if he was seeing 
what could not be seen with earthly eyes. He knew not only God’s will for the 
task he was facing, but he rested in God’s overwhelming power. In spite of the 
circumstances, he knew God was protecting him in the midst of the Syrian army. 
I believe he saw with eyes of absolute trust in God even if he didn’t see the 
heavenly army with his human eyes until he asked God to reveal them for the 
sake of his troubled servant. 

 Read Psalm 27. 
  

One Year Bible Reading Plan – Day 2: 1 John 1:1-2:17; Prov 23:1–9 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+27&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+1%3A1-2%3A17&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+23%3A1%E2%80%939&version=ESV


Wednesday 
 

One Year Bible Reading Plan – Day 3 
 

“Children, it is the last hour, and as you have heard that antichrist is coming, so now 
many antichrists have come. Therefore we know that it is the last hour. They went out 
from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued 
with us. But they went out, that it might become plain that they all are not of us. But 
you have been anointed by the Holy One, and you all have knowledge. I write to you, 
not because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and because no lie 
is of the truth. Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ?” 

Read all of 1 John 2:18-3:24 

 

What does this passage tell you about God?  
 
 
What does this passage reveal about you?  
 
 
What do you need to change after reading this passage? 
 
 
 
 

“Do not move an ancient landmark or enter the fields of the fatherless, for their 
Redeemer is strong; he will plead their cause against you. Apply your heart to 
instruction and your ear to words of knowledge.” 

Read all of Proverbs 23:10–20 

 

Does this passage challenge what you believe in any way? 
 
 
What is the good news in this passage that you can share with someone else? 
 
 
How might this passage affect the way you pray today? 
 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+2%3A18-3%3A24&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+23%3A10%E2%80%9320&version=ESV


Thursday – Let Lying Lips Be Mute 
By David Dickmann 

“O LORD let me not be put to shame, for I call upon you; let the wicked be put to 
shame; let them go silently to Sheol. Let the lying lips be mute, which speak 
insolently against the righteous in pride and contempt.  Oh, how abundant is your 
goodness, which you have stored up for those who fear you and worked for those 
who take refuge in you, in the sight of the children of mankind!  In the cover of 
your presence you hide them from the plots of men; you store them in your shelter 
from the strife of tongues. Blessed be the LORD, for he has wondrously shown 
his steadfast love to me when I was in a besieged city.” 

Psalm 31:17-21 

 

There are many lying lips in our day! Sometimes it’s hard to see truth 
triumphing. It’s easy to forget that the Lord protects those who speak the truth. 

We are not the first generation to feel the oppression of lies. David felt this 
intensely in his day. In Psalm 31 he cries out to God, “Let the lying lips be mute, 
which speak insolently against the righteous in pride and contempt.” Let us also 
cry out this prayer of his in our day. Let us cry out to the Lord who is truth. Let us 
walk in the truth and let us speak in truth. But how can we endure the lies uttered 
against us? 

David found his solace and protection in the Lord who answers prayer. God 
answered him with the protection only God can supply. If we pray this prayer of 
David will we not find the same protections from God? First, we will find God’s 
abundant goodness. Second, we will find God’s presence with us. In His presence 
we will be sheltered from “the strife of tongues.” Third, even though we are 
surrounded completely by our enemies, God will not desert us. Even when in a 
besieged city, God will show His steadfast love to us. 

It’s easy to focus on all the wickedness and forget that the Lord is for us. Yet, 
even in the worst of times, God does not leave us. Remember His promise, “I 
will never leave you nor forsake you.” (Hebrews 13:5) The Lord will triumph over 
evil and fulfill every good promise He has made to us. Even at the end when the 
armies of the earth gather together and camp against God’s saints, “fire came 
down from heaven and consumed them.” Revelation 20:9 

  

One Year Bible Reading Plan – Day 4: 1 John 4-5; Prov 23:21–35 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=revelation+20%3A9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+4-5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+23%3A21%E2%80%9335&version=ESV


Friday 
 

One Year Bible Reading Plan – Day 5 

 
Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, “Arise, go to 
Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it, for their evil has come up before me.” 
But Jonah rose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. He went down to 
Joppa and found a ship going to Tarshish. So he paid the fare and went down into it, 
to go with them to Tarshish, away from the presence of the Lord. But the Lord hurled 
a great wind upon the sea, and there was a mighty tempest on the sea, so that the 
ship threatened to break up. 

Read all of Jonah 1:1-4:11;  

 

What does this passage tell you about God?  
 
 
What does this passage reveal about you?  
 
 
What do you need to change after reading this passage? 
 
 
 

“Be not envious of evil men, nor desire to be with them, for their hearts devise violence, 
and their lips talk of trouble. By wisdom a house is built, and by understanding it is 
established; by knowledge the rooms are filled with all precious and pleasant riches.” 

Read all of Proverbs 24:1–22 

 
 

Does this passage challenge what you believe in any way? 
 
 
What is the good news in this passage that you can share with someone else? 
 
 
How might this passage affect the way you pray today? 
 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jonah+1%3A1-4%3A11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+24%3A1%E2%80%9322&version=ESV


Saturday – See the Unseen 
By Paul E. Collier 

“O Lord, please open his eyes that he may see."2 Kings 6:17 

 

This is one of my favorite events in the Old Testament. Can you imagine how 
the mouth of this young servant smacked the ground upon seeing the Angel Army 
before him? What an experience!  

I want to vent for a moment. I have been disturbed over the last years by the 
insatiable taste for anything "angel." Many Christians have fallen for this 
phenomenon. 99% of this display is NOT biblical. We need to see what the Bible 
says about angels.  

Many Christians will say they have not seen angels at work with their eyes. 
Have you had moments, often miraculous, that you can't explain? We quickly say 
it was luck or a coincidence. Is it possible that God was using angels to protect 
us? Can we not see with our "eyes of faith" Gods work in our lives? It's exciting.  

One event in our lives in the first weeks of being in Paraguay speaks to this 
issue. I was able to buy a NEW car in Paraguay. It was a Suzuki Fronte. Now, 
here's the catch. It was small, like empanada small. The tires were tiny. Oh, by 
the way, it had a two-stroke engine. Some of you will not react to that. People who 
know engines will gasp! It's like having a lawn mower engine in a car.  

OK, now that I have set up the scene ─ we were driving down an avenue with 
our two infants in the back, and two cars were drag racing, coming right at us. 
What do we do? There's no place to go. The curbs were very high. I turned toward 
the curb, and I ended up on the sidewalk. We were shaken up but fine. We 
immediately gave thanks to the Lord. How do we explain that our car was able to 
end up on the sidewalk? We truly believe angels protected us.  We were able to 
see the unseen by the way they intervened in our lives at that moment.  

The angles in the Bible are described as: created, immortal, wise, powerful 
meek, invisible, obedient, possessing emotions, and concerned in human things. 
They exist, and they work in the lives of Christians. Now look back at events in 
your Christian life and see if they have not been there at an opportune time. 

"He will give His angels charge of you to guard you in all your ways. On their 
hands they will bear you up, lest you dash your foot against a stone." (Psalm 
91:11-12) 

Don't underestimate God and what He wants to do in your life.  



Sunday – Left Out 
By Phillip Hamm 

 

I often wonder what the inmates felt like in German concentration camps as 
they watched their captors walk away. Knowing the Allied forces would soon 
arrive, the Nazis abandoned their posts leaving the half-alive inmates behind. For 
days they must have assumed their captors would return and resume their torture. 
But eventually they realized they were all alone.  

Their situation still grave, they were without food, water, warm clothes or 
medical treatment. Until one day, off in the distance, someone said they heard 
trucks. Anticipation would have built as they heard the sound of heavy equipment 
grow closer and closer. Eventually they would watch the Allied soldiers pull right 
into their camp. One day they were starving, dying, enslaved men staring death 
in the face. The next day they were surrounded with an abundance of food, 
medicine, and clothes.  

This radical turn of events must have been how the people of Israel felt in 2 
Kings 6:24-7:20. God has a way of sometimes taking the worst possible situation 
and turning it on its head. 
 
 
 
Stay Connected:  

Remember your neighbors, continue to share Jesus, and help them wherever 
possible. If their needs exceed your ability to assist, give the church office a call 
and we will do our best to help you help them. 
• Invite your friends and neighbors to watch live services on Sunday at 9:15 or 
10:45 am. We recommend staying consistent with our state officials’ 
guidelines of limiting the number who gather at one time. 

• Have Bible studies in your home utilizing resources from RightNowMedia. We 
can arrange for you to have a complimentary subscription: 
Text RightNow FBCPalmetto to 41411. (Note: there’s a space between Now 
and FBC) 

• Reach out by phone to another church member or visitor to ask how they are 
doing. 

 
Please continue to financially support your church and local charities as they 

experience an increase in requests for assistance from members and the local 
community.  

You can give by using online giving, through the FBCP App, or mailing a check 
to: First Baptist Church    1020 4th St. W.    Palmetto, FL 34221 

You can communicate with us at 941-722-7795 or e-mail through the church 
website: www.fbcpalmetto.com.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+kings+6%3A24-7%3A20&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+kings+6%3A24-7%3A20&version=ESV
https://pushpay.com/g/fbcpalmetto?src=hpp


 


