
  



Announcements: 
 

Sunday Live Services – The campus is open for live 
on-campus Sunday services and Bible studies.  
We continue to encourage face masks and social 
distancing for the comfort of those around us.  
Please enter through the Welcome Center only. 

 

Weekly Schedule: 
 

Sundays Wednesdays 
 

Encounter Service 
9:15 am 

 
Celebration 

Services 
9:15 & 10:45 am 

 
Childcare 

(birth-Pre-K)  
9:15 & 10:45 am 

 
Kids Worship 

(K-5) 
9:15 & 10:45 am 

 
Adult Sunday 

School 
8, 9:15 & 10:45 am 

 
High School 

Youth 
6 pm 

Choir 
Rehearsal 

6 pm 
 

Middle 
School 
Youth 

6:15 pm 
 

Orchestra 
Rehearsal 

7 pm 
 

IF YOU ARE NOT FEELING WELL OR HAVE HAD A 
RECENT EXPOSURE TO SOMEONE WHO TESTED 
POSITIVE FOR COVID-19, WE ASK THAT YOU STAY 
HOME AND WATCH SERVICES ONLINE.  
 

https://www.fbcpalmetto.com/fbc-media/livestream.html


 
Announcements (continued): 
 
 
End of Year Contributions ─ Please be in prayer for God’s 
blessings on the December budget. Contributions must be 
postmarked by midnight on December 31 to be eligible for 
a 2020 tax deduction. You can make contributions through 
the FBC smart phone app or via the website: 
www.fbcpalmetto.com; select ‘contact’ and ‘online giving.' 
 
 
Holiday Schedule: 
December 28: FBC Campus Closed 
December 29: FBC Office Open 
December 30- Jan 1: FBC Campus Closed 
 
 
Baptism 
If you feel called to take the next step in faith, you may be 
ready for baptism. Baptism is a public declaration that you 
are a new creation through your faith in Jesus Christ.  
 
For more information, call the church office (941-722-7795) 
and ask to speak to a pastor about your baptism. 
 
 
Encounter Parrish Bible Study 
Encounter Parrish meets on Saturdays at 5 pm at the Gillett 
Chapel (12125 71st St E, Parrish) for fellowship and a Bible 
Study.  
 
There is no need to RSVP-just come join us. For more 
information, contact Pastor Kenny at 941-722-7795. 

 
 
 

 

 

  

https://pushpay.com/g/fbcpalmetto?src=hpp


 

 

 

• What’s the hardest thing about saying goodbye? What exciting things can only 
happen after you say goodbye?  

• Review Luke 3:1-18. Where was John living? Why does this matter? What was 
John’s message? Why did people seemingly flock to hear him?  

• What does it mean to repent?  

• Why do we struggle doing it? What is the benefit of repentance? 

• What does repentance teach us about God’s character and His desire for our 
life?  

• What warnings did John give to the crowds in verses 7-9? What do they mean? 
Why did he give them these warnings?  

• What specific follow up questions were asked by some of the people in the 
crowd? What specific answers did John give? What was unique and what was 
similar to each of John’s responses?  

• What do you need to say goodbye to/repent from in your life? What good might 
come from saying goodbye/repenting from these things?   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+3%3A1-18&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+3%3A7-9&version=ESV


Monday 
 

One Year Bible Reading Plan – Week 52 – Day 1 

 
“In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel saw a dream and visions of his 
head as he lay in his bed. Then he wrote down the dream and told the sum of the 
matter. Daniel declared, “I saw in my vision by night, and behold, the four winds of 
heaven were stirring up the great sea. And four great beasts came up out of the sea, 
different from one another. The first was like a lion and had eagles' wings.” 

Read all of Daniel 7  

 

What does this passage tell you about God?  
 
 
What does this passage reveal about you?  
 
 
What do you need to change after reading this passage? 
 
 
 
 

“If a ruler listens to falsehood, all his officials will be wicked. The poor man and the 
oppressor meet together; the Lord gives light to the eyes of both. If a king faithfully 
judges the poor, his throne will be established forever. The rod and reproof give 
wisdom, but a child left to himself brings shame to his mother.” 

Read all of Proverbs 29:12–27 

 

Does this passage challenge what you believe in any way? 
 
 
What is the good news in this passage that you can share with someone else? 
 
 
How might this passage affect the way you pray today? 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel+7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+29%3A12%E2%80%9327&version=ESV


Tuesday - Christmas Amid COVID 
By Jim Pike 

“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the 
people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ 
the Lord." Luke 2:10-11   
 
This Christmas season is unlike any during our lifetime. In the grip of a 

pandemic, death has visited many homes, businesses are closed, people are 
out of work. We are told we are in for a dark dreary time. COVID-19 fear has 
replaced Christmas cheer. For many, it will be a virtual Christmas ─ not 
physically existing but made to appear as such, or a virtual reality ─  a simulated 
experience similar to the real thing.   

Perhaps it would help to look back in history at some difficult Christmas 
seasons. In 1776, George Washington and the continental army had suffered 
one defeat after another. Things looked very dim. The stock market crash of 
1929 brought depression and pandemonium in America. December 1941, Pearl 
Harbor was bombed, and America was thrust into WWII. Christmas 1942 found 
many husbands, sons and brothers fighting a brutal war on foreign soil. One 
historian said, "Every part of the lives of Americans was involved in some way 
with the war and that meant a major change in the way the holiday was 
celebrated." 

Consider the first Christmas. The Jewish people were suffering under the 
cruel occupation of Rome. Caesar handed down an edict ordering every male 
adult to return to the town of his birth to be registered for taxation purposes. 
Luke recorded, "And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree 
from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be taxed . . . And all went to be 
taxed, every one into his own city."  

Imagine the hardship this caused. There were no automobiles, busses, trains, 
or planes.  Walking was the basic mode of travel. Many, including Joseph and 
Mary, spent days of difficult travel. The fact that Mary was pregnant made travel 
even more difficult. When they finally reached Bethlehem, the only place they 
found to stay was a cattle stall. Bethlehem was filled with angry frustrated 
people. It was not a time of good cheer. They were not expecting or prepared 
for what was about to happen.   

On a hill outside Bethlehem, Heaven's light broke through that darkness with 
a world-changing announcement. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for 
behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For 
unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord." 
That night God entered our world in human flesh. The Creator became what He 
created. Rome couldn't stop it, world wars couldn't stop it, economic depression 
couldn't stop, and COVID-19 can't stop it.  
Christmas proclaims that whatever happens God is with us. Do not let 

COVID replace your Christmas. Join in joyful celebration, not of a season, but 
of a Savior who is Christ the Lord.  

One Year Bible Reading Plan – Day 2: Revelation 15-16; Proverbs 30:1–14 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rev+15-16&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+30%3A1%E2%80%9314&version=ESV


Wednesday 
 

One Year Bible Reading Plan – Day 3 

 
“Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me, “Come, 
I will show you the judgment of the great prostitute who is seated on many waters, with 
whom the kings of the earth have committed sexual immorality, and with the wine of 
whose sexual immorality the dwellers on earth have become drunk.” And he carried 
me away in the Spirit into a wilderness, and I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast 
that was full of blasphemous names, and it had seven heads and ten horns.” 

Read all of Revelation 17-18 

 

What does this passage tell you about God?  
 
 
What does this passage reveal about you?  
 
 
What do you need to change after reading this passage? 
 
 

 

“The leech has two daughters: Give and Give. Three things are never satisfied; four 
never say, “Enough”: Sheol, the barren womb, the land never satisfied with water, and 
the fire that never says, “Enough.” The eye that mocks a father and scorns to obey a 
mother will be picked out by the ravens of the valley and eaten by the vultures.” 

Read all of Proverbs 30:15–33 

 

Does this passage challenge what you believe in any way? 
 
 
What is the good news in this passage that you can share with someone else? 
 
 
How might this passage affect the way you pray today? 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rev+17-18&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+30%3A15%E2%80%9333&version=ESV


Thursday – The Goodbyes in Life 
By Paul E. Collier 

"And there was much weeping on the part of all." 
Acts 20:36-38   

 
There are a lot of mixed feelings when we think of saying goodbye. Our 

reaction can depend on many factors. If we will see the person soon, the 
response is polite and warm. If the goodbye is for a long time, there may be 
much emotion. But if we know we will never see the person again (or at least in 
this world), there may be great emotion. We probably have experienced them 
all. 

I remember well when we departed from the Philly airport on our way to 
Paraguay for the first time. We still comment on my mother's reaction. I never 
saw her cry like that in my life. She was saying goodbye to her two infant 
grandsons, Patty and me. When we left Paraguay for the last time, the emotions 
were strong! We lost it when we said goodbye to the "abuelas," the elderly 
ladies in our churches. I guess the hardest for me was to say goodbye to my 
parents before they died.  

For me, the most memorable Bible goodbye is found in Acts 20:36-38. Paul 
is leaving the Ephesian believers, and it is a very heart-wrenching scene. 
"There was much weeping on the part of all." They probably never would see 
him again.  

The most pressing goodbye for all of us now is saying adios to 2020. I can 
imagine what many of you are thinking about December 31. It's like saying 
goodbye to the nasty and ill-mannered uncle who has visited us. Good 
riddance! It is saying goodbye to the most unexpected year of any of our lives. 
The world turned upside down, not only by the COVID-19 virus but also by our 
country's politics and division. The pain, suffering, death, the disappointments, 
the losses, we want to see them all in the rearview mirror of our lives.  

Will we, as Christians, enter 2021 bitter or better? Will we cling to the Rock, 
or will we wallow in the circumstances? We should have all grown spiritually 
because of our experience. Wait, how can one succeed spiritually in such a 
terrible time? Believers have been doing it for many centuries. Job, despite his 
horrible existence, understood the purpose of God. Job 23:10 states it 
eloquently, "But he (God) knows the way that I take; when he has tried me, I 
will come out as gold." The fire is the goldsmith's oven where impurities burn 
off, and the pure gold remains. Job came out of his living Hell better not bitter. 
And you, my friend? What is your answer? How will you face 2021?  

Romans 8:28 says, "And we know that for those who love God all things work 
together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose."  

One Year Bible Reading Plan – Day 4: Revelation 19-20; Proverbs 31:1–15 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+20%3A36-38&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rev+19-20&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+31%3A1%E2%80%9315&version=ESV


Friday 
 

One Year Bible Reading Plan –Day 5 

 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is 
with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be 
with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall 
be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the 
former things have passed away.” 
Read all of Revelation 21-22 
 

What does this passage tell you about God?  
 
 
What does this passage reveal about you?  
 
 
What do you need to change after reading this passage? 
 
 

“She looks well to the ways of her household and does not eat the bread of idleness. 
Her children rise up and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praises her: Many 
women have done excellently, but you surpass them all. Charm is deceitful, and 
beauty is vain, but a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised.” 

Read all of Proverbs 31:16-31 

 

Does this passage challenge what you believe in any way? 
 
 
What is the good news in this passage that you can share with someone else? 
 
 
How might this passage affect the way you pray today? 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rev+21-22&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+31%3A16-31&version=ESV


Saturday – F.E.A.R. 
By Todd Poppell 

 
We made it! We have finally put 2020 in the books and it is behind us. It has 

been quite the twelve-month juggernaut that one will not soon forget. However, 
as we turn the calendar and a new year begins, I can’t help but wonder what 2021 
will be like. Will it be better than 2020? Honestly, it would not take much to 
improve. Could the new year be worse and 2020 was just the beginning?  

There are a lot of unknowns and a plethora of speculations that usher in a new 
year, especially this one! With all the concerns and hopeful desires comes some 
sense of unwanted fear. I once heard that fear can be summed up as False 
Expectations Appearing Real. F.E.A.R.  

Throughout Scripture, biblical personalities are constantly confronted with fear 
and it often happens when their focus and gaze is on the wrong thing or the wrong 
person. I would guess that my life, and probably yours, follows the same pattern. 
But what does our God expect from us?  

Prepare your hearts for worship and read 2 Kings 5:1-15. Let’s see what a 
general, a king, and a prophet have to teach us. 
 
 
Stay Connected:  

Remember your neighbors, continue to share Jesus, and help them wherever 
possible. If their needs exceed your ability to assist, give the church office a call 
and we will do our best to help you help them. 

 
• Invite your friends and neighbors to watch live services on Sunday at 9:15 or 
10:45 am. We recommend staying consistent with our state officials’ 
guidelines of limiting the number who gather at one time. 

• Have Bible studies in your home utilizing resources from RightNowMedia. We 
can arrange for you to have a complimentary subscription: 
Text RightNow FBCPalmetto to 41411. (Note: there’s a space between Now 
and FBC) 

• Reach out by phone to another church member or visitor to ask how they are 
doing. 
Please continue to financially support your church and local charities as they 

experience an increase in requests for assistance from members and the local 
community.  

You can give by using online giving, through the FBCP App, or mailing a check 
to: First Baptist Church    1020 4th St. W.    Palmetto, FL 34221 

 
You can communicate with us at 941-722-7795 or e-mail through the church 

website: www.fbcpalmetto.com.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Kings+5%3A1-15&version=ESV
https://pushpay.com/g/fbcpalmetto?src=hpp


Sunday – Restart Your Engines 
By George Volpe 

“Return to your rest, O my soul; for 
the Lord has dealt bountifully with you.” 

Psalm 116:7 

 

There are way too many cooking shows on TV. Bakers, pioneer lady, Lydia, 
Trish, Rachel, Chopped, Diners--I haven’t seen the Drive-ins or Dives yet. I have 
to admit it’s better than negative news. What amazes me more than the myriad of 
ways they cook the same thing is that there are so many people who started their 
career in another field and switched to cooking. Doctors, lawyers, first responders, 
educators ─ people I thought would be happy doing what they were doing. But 
they are not going back. Some people really excel at a “fresh start.” 

Noah had a fresh start. So did the woman at the well, Saul of Tarsus, and every 
one of the Apostles. I think all of them had accepted the path they were on in life 
and were willing to live it out. Then God made Himself known to them, and their 
lives were never the same. For them it was a huge “fresh start.” 

We know what it’s like to grow accustomed to things the way they are, and it’s 
not that easy to step off the train for a new destination. It takes embracing change. 
And most of the time, that’s like someone telling you to get out of your easy chair 
when you’re most comfortable.  

Sometimes it just means catching our breath, taking a break, or accepting a 
brief respite from the routine. It’s weird how we develop a routine that works in 
our daily life. But sometimes, instead of accomplishing our goals using the routine, 
we get in the habit of supporting our routine for the sake of the routine. Heaven 
forbid someone messes with that beloved routine! 

After Nehemiah finished repairing the walls of Jerusalem, he commanded that 
the scriptures be read to the people. They had become content just being called 
“God’s people,” even if they were largely ignoring God. They had wandered away 
from Him. They needed their spiritual engines restarted. And something amazing 
happened. The whole multitude, young and old, stood outside in the hot sun 
listening to God’s word being read and explained from morning to midday 
(Nehemiah 8). And they wept. And the spiritual fire was lit again. A spiritual revival 
swept through Israel. 

All of us can benefit from catching our breath, refreshing the view, and letting 
the Spirit of God rekindle what He intends for us. We need to dust off the spiritual 
compass. If anyone gives up and runs away it will not be God. Why are you 
here? It may be time to refresh your relationship with God.  

Read John 17.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=nehemiah+8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+17&version=ESV


 


