
  



 
Sunday Live Services – The campus is open for live on-
campus Sunday services and Bible studies.  
We continue to encourage face masks and social distancing 
for the comfort of those around us. Please enter through the 
Welcome Center only. 

 

Weekly Schedule: 
 

Sundays Wednesdays 
Encounter Service 

9:15 am 
Celebration 

Services 
9:15 & 10:45 am 

Childcare 
(birth-Pre-K)  

9:15 & 10:45 am 
Kids Worship 

(K-5) 
9:15 & 10:45 am 
Adult Sunday 

School 
8, 9:15 & 10:45 am 
High SchoolYouth 

6 pm 

Choir 
Rehearsal 

6 pm 
Middle 
School 
Youth 

6:15 pm 
Orchestra 
Rehearsal 

7 pm 
 

 
UPCOMING MEETINGS: 

Go Team - Wednesday, Feb 20 at 7 pm 
 
Carpenters for Christ - Wednesday, Feb 20 at 7 pm 
 
Deacons Meeting - Tuesday, March 2 at 7 pm 

 
Stitches for Missions-Do you knit or sew and are looking for a 
place to serve? Consider Stitches for Missions where everything 
created goes to our community and beyond. Contact PJ Jolin for 
more information at 941-320-1622.  

IF YOU ARE NOT FEELING WELL OR HAVE HAD A RECENT 
EXPOSURE TO SOMEONE WHO TESTED POSITIVE FOR COVID-19, 
WE ASK THAT YOU STAY HOME AND WATCH SERVICES ONLINE.  

https://www.fbcpalmetto.com/fbc-media/livestream.html


Hosea - Bible Study for Ladies 
Thursdays at 9:30 am  
The Book of Hosea will challenge us with judgment so harsh it 
will singe our hair. But it will show us the kind of love we dream 
about. It will shower us with hope so pure as to take our breath 
away. Childcare is available with advanced registration ONLY. 
Let us know your specific need by calling the church office 
(941-722-7795).  
 
How to Worship a King – Bible Study 
Sundays at 10:45 am in the gym 
In this eight-week class you will learn how to minister to God 
through worship and carry His light and glory to a dark, hurting 
world. This is the most extraordinary privilege ever extended to 
flesh and blood. So why do many believers miss out on the joy 
and transformation that come from stepping into their priestly 
roles? Pastor Nic will teach this class on powerful biblical truths 
and practical encouragements to help believers deepen their 
understanding of, and passion for, worship.  

Next Steps Luncheon-Sunday, Feb 21 at noon  
Do you want to know more about FBC’s core values, beliefs 
and mission? Are you ready to take the next step to 
membership? Join us on Sunday, February 21 at noon in the 
Square for a class that will answer your questions about the 
heart of FBC Palmetto. Lunch will be provided, and childcare 
is available with advanced registration. Call the church office to 
sign up at 941-722-7795. 
 
Baptism If you feel called to take the next step in faith, you 
may be ready for baptism. Baptism is a public declaration that 
you are a new creation through your faith in Jesus Christ. For 
more information, call the church office (941-722-7795) and 
ask to speak to a pastor about your baptism. 
 
Encounter Parrish Bible Study Encounter Parrish meets on 
Saturdays at 5 pm at the Gillett Chapel (12125 71st St E, 
Parrish) for fellowship and a Bible Study. There is no need to 
RSVP-just come join us. For more information, contact Pastor 
Kenny at 941-722-7795.  

REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED FOR ALL CLASSES! Due to 
COVID-19 we must know you are planning to join us so we can 
adhere to CDC recommendations for allocating class space. 
Face coverings are encouraged for the comfort of those around 
you! Finalize your registration here. 

https://www.fbcpalmetto.com/calendar/classes.html


 
 

 

 

• What did you notice first about the sermon or Scripture?  
 
 

• What kind of food substitutes have you, or do, you use? What difference do 
you notice from the real thing? What substitutes have you stopped using? 
Why? 

 
 

• What dangers are involved when using a substitute? What’s our motive behind 
using the substitute?  

 
 

• What definition of idolatry was used today? Is this accurate? Why or why not?  
 
 

• Review Exodus 20. What do all the commandments have in common? What 
do the commandments reveal about God’s heart? How might this make you 
look at the commandments a little differently?  

 
 

• Why did God say, “You shall have no carved images” (idols)? What’s the heart 
behind the command? 

 
 

• What criteria do you use to determine if something is an idol in your life? What 
might this reveal?  

 
 

• What is at risk when we substitute God and His plan for something less? Can 
you give an example where you settled for something less than what God was 
offering? How did it turn out?  

 
 

• If an idol is looking for something to do for you what only God can do for you, 
is there an action you need to take? 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=exodus+20&version=ESV


 

Sermon Notes 

 
Big Idea: ________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Application:____________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 



Monday 
 

One Year Bible Reading Plan – Week 6 – Day 1 

 
“His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through 
the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, by which he has 
granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may 
become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in 
the world because of sinful desire. For this very reason, make every effort to 
supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, and knowledge with self-
control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, and 
godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love.” 

Read all of 2 Peter 1 

 

What does this passage tell you about God?  
 
 
What does this passage reveal about you?  

 
 
What do you need to change after reading this passage? 

 

 

 

“Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord? And who shall stand in his holy place? He who 
has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul to what is false and 
does not swear deceitfully.” 

Read all of Psalm 24 

 

Does this passage challenge what you believe in any way? 
 
 
What is the good news in this passage that you can share with someone else? 
 
 
How might this passage affect the way you pray today? 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+1&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+24&version=ESV


Tuesday – The Idol of People’s Opinions 
By Paul E. Collier 

"Now, do you think I am trying to make people accept me? 
No, God is the one I am trying to please. Am I trying to please people? 

If I wanted to please people, I would not be a servant of Christ." 
Galatians 1:10 

 

Wait, wait, wait! I thought we were talking about idols. What does people's 
opinions have anything to do with idols? OK, I understand. We need to establish 
that biblical idolatry does not just involve statues and icons. Idolatry starts in the 
heart: cravings, wanting, enjoying, and being satisfied by anything you treasure 
more than God. It is a thing or a person loved more than God, anything that comes 
between God and me.  

It began with Adam and Eve. They listened to another voice that was not God's. 
Their craving for a forbidden fruit superseded their relationship with God. It was 
the first sin. Man, and God became separated. That's where man is still today 
after so many millenniums. Romans 1:25 explains it in another way. "They traded 
the truth about God for a lie. So, they worshiped and served the things God 
created instead of the Creator himself, who is worthy of eternal praise! Amen." 
(NLT) 

Is it possible that people's opinions can be idolatry? I have to confess that I 
know from personal experience the answer is a resounding yes. In my many years 
in the ministry, I valued too highly what others thought of me. Then after so many 
years of struggling with that, a Costa Rican pastor confronted me. He was a dear 
friend, and he felt he could approach me with a concern he had. He clearly stated 
that I was a slave to what others thought of me. I was afraid to make decisions 
because of fear of their opinion. Whoa!  

God got ahold of my heart at that moment. The temptation to push back was 
replaced with sincere humility. I realized what God says about me is more 
important than what others think about me. Then a thought rattled me. Caring for 
what others think of me can lead to making bad decisions. I had to repent. I had 
to change. I had to be freed from the bondage of others' opinions. "Fearing people 
is a dangerous trap, but trusting the Lord means safety." Proverbs 29:25 (NLT) 

Galatians 1:10 emboldened me. "Obviously, I'm not trying to win the approval 
of people, but of God. If pleasing people were my goal, I would not be Christ's 
servant." (NLT)  

One Year Bible Reading Plan – Day 2: 2 Peter 2-3, Psalm 25 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+1%3A25&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs+29%3A25&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=galatians+1%3A10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Peter+2-3&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+25&version=ESV


Wednesday 
 

One Year Bible Reading Plan – Day 3 

 
“Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that 
the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full 
effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. If any of you lacks 
wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be 
given him. But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a 
wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind.” 

Read all of James 1 

 

What does this passage tell you about God?  
 
 
What does this passage reveal about you?  

 
 
What do you need to change after reading this passage? 

 

 

 

 

“Vindicate me, O Lord, for I have walked in my integrity, and I have trusted in the Lord 
without wavering. Prove me, O Lord, and try me; test my heart and my mind. For your 
steadfast love is before my eyes, and I walk in your faithfulness.” 

Read all of Psalm 26 

 

 

Does this passage challenge what you believe in any way? 

 
 
What is the good news in this passage that you can share with someone else? 
 
 
How might this passage affect the way you pray today? 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+1&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+26&version=ESV


Thursday – Your Word is Truth 
By George Volpe 

“For the Lord spoke thus to me with his strong hand upon me, 
and warned me not to walk in the way of this people…” 

Isaiah 8:11 

 
The marketing of goods and services is an enormous industry. It is difficult to 

avoid the reach of companies trying to sell you something. If they are not 
advertising in a paper, they’re on a billboard, in your mailbox, in a TV commercial, 
or on a webpage next to something you’re looking at that has nothing to do with 
the product.  

Companies want you to trust what they say so you buy their stuff. If you don’t 
buy it, you’ll be missing out. You won’t be like so many others. You won’t solve 
your problems. Or so they want you to think.  

At first a company spokesperson declared why you should buy their widget. 
Then they found that the opinions of ordinary people were very effective. Why is 
that? It’s because we value the opinions of others when making choices. 

What amazes me is that much of the time it’s not the actual effectiveness or the 
true value of something that seems to matter. It’s the marketing. It’s what is said 
or how it is said. We don’t always take the time to consider the truth, the actual 
results, and the integrity behind the words. Let a handsome, well-spoken person 
endorse it, and it must be good. As long as they use the right words, and the right 
tone and manner, even if they’re brazenly lying with a lovely smile, we are likely 
to believe and trust their opinion. 

Our world is sailing through some stormy waters. A global pandemic, nations 
threatening nations, people looking for safety, trying to secure and defend their 
health and homes. Global media and communications have gotten out of hand. 
Fairness and judgment are at risk. And that’s just the beginning. Where do we 
turn? Some of us rely on everything we hear from other people, like “the news.” 
No matter what the source, there is always a significant risk in trusting the opinions 
of men.  

Over and over Scripture instructs us to trust God and His word and not the 
opinions of people. Here’s one example in Isaiah, “Do not call everything a 
conspiracy that these people say is a conspiracy. Do not fear what they fear...” 
(Isaiah 8:12, CSB) “When men tell you to consult the spirits of the dead and the 
spiritists…, shouldn’t a people consult their God instead?” (Isaiah. 8:19, BSB) “To 
the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because 
there is no light in them.” (Isaiah 8:20, KJV)  

Ananias and Sapphira lied to appear gracious; to draw praise and influence the 
opinions of those around them. That sin led quickly to their demise.  

Read Isaiah 8. 
  

One Year Bible Reading Plan – Day 4: James 2-3; Psalm 27 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=isaiah+8%3A12&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=isaiah+8%3A19&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=isaiah+8%3A20&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=isaiah+8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+2-3&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+27&version=ESV


Friday 
 

One Year Bible Reading Plan –Day 5 

 
After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I 
am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” But Abram said, “O Lord God, what 
will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of 
Damascus?” And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member 
of my household will be my heir.” 

Read all of Genesis 14-15 

 

What does this passage tell you about God?  
 
 
What does this passage reveal about you?  

 
 
What do you need to change after reading this passage? 

 

 

 

 

“To you, O Lord, I call; my rock, be not deaf to me, lest, if you be silent to me, I become 
like those who go down to the pit. Hear the voice of my pleas for mercy, when I cry to 
you for help, when I lift up my hands toward your most holy sanctuary” 

Read all of Psalm 28 

 

Does this passage challenge what you believe in any way? 
 
 
What is the good news in this passage that you can share with someone else? 
 
 
How might this passage affect the way you pray today? 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+14-15&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+28&version=ESV


Weekend – The Substitutes 
By Phillip Hamm 

 
There’s a personality test that, after answering a few questions, designates an 

animal that matches you. The one I have in mind states there are four categories 
most people fall into: lion, otter, golden retriever, and beaver. The lion is a take 
charge type of personality. She’s determined and decisive. She states, “Let’s do 
it now!”. The otter is the risk taker. He’s creative and playful and optimistic. He 
says, “Trust me, it’ll all work out!” The golden retriever is loyal. He avoids conflict, 
enjoys routine, and says, “Let’s keep things the way they are.” The last on the list 
is the beaver. She’s described as deliberate, orderly, and factual. She says, “How 
was it done in the past?” 

My guess is after reading these you see a little bit of yourself. Most likely what 
you see you don’t care for. I know I did. I’m the golden retriever. Who wants to the 
be the dog? I want to be the lion! But alas, I am not a lion. I’m a golden retriever. 
I want nothing more than to be patted on the head and told I’m a good boy.  

People like me run into a problem when we don’t get the pat on the head. A real 
golden retriever will do whatever he needs in order to please his owner. Humans, 
however, shouldn’t live like this. But too often many of us are over influenced by 
the opinion of others. Unknowingly we have allowed other people’s opinions to 
become an idol. What we are looking for is acceptance. God wants to give this to 
us. But when we look to something to provide us what only God can give … we 
have an idol.  

In preparation for worship on Sunday read Acts 5. 
 
 
Stay Connected:  

Remember your neighbors, continue to share Jesus, and help them wherever 
possible. If their needs exceed your ability to assist, give the church office a call 
and we will do our best to help you help them. 
• Invite your friends and neighbors to watch live services on Sunday at 9:15 or 
10:45 am. We recommend staying consistent with our state officials’ 
guidelines of limiting the number who gather at one time. 

• Have Bible studies in your home utilizing resources from RightNowMedia. We 
can arrange for you to have a complimentary subscription: 
Text RightNow FBCPalmetto to 41411. (Note: there’s a space between Now 
and FBC) 

• Reach out by phone to another church member or visitor to ask how they are 
doing. 
Please continue to financially support your church and local charities as they 

experience an increase in requests for assistance from members and the local 
community.  

You can give by using online giving, through the FBCP App, or mailing a check 
to: First Baptist Church    1020 4th St. W.    Palmetto, FL 34221 

You can communicate with us at 941-722-7795 or e-mail through the church 
website: www.fbcpalmetto.com.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+5&version=ESV
https://pushpay.com/g/fbcpalmetto?src=hpp


 


