
  



 

Sunday Live Services – FBC Palmetto is open for live on-campus 
Sunday services and Bible studies. We continue to encourage face 
masks and social distancing for the comfort of those around us. 
Please enter through the Welcome Center only. Services are also 

available live online each Sunday for those who are not ready to join 
large groups. 

Weekly Schedule: 
Sundays Wednesdays 

Encounter Service 
9:15 am 

Celebration Services 
9:15 & 10:45 am 

Childcare 
(birth-Pre-K)  

9:15 & 10:45 am 
Kids Worship 

(K-5) 
9:15 & 10:45 am 

Adult Sunday School 
8, 9:15 & 10:45 am 
High School Youth 

6 pm 

Choir 
Rehearsal 

6 pm 
 

Middle School 
Youth 

6:15 pm 
 

Orchestra 
Rehearsal 

7 pm 
 

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS: 

Deacon’s Meeting – May 4 at 7 pm 

Mother’s Day – May 9 

Stitches for Missions - May 11 at 1 pm 

Carpenters for Christ – May 12 at 7 pm 

Quarterly Business Meeting – May 16 at noon 

Youth Senior Graduation Celebration - May 18 at 6 pm 

VBS Volunteer Training - Sunday, May 16 & May 23 

Last Day Public School - May 28 

Memorial Day - May 31 - Church Campus Closed  

IF YOU ARE NOT FEELING WELL OR HAVE HAD A RECENT 
EXPOSURE TO SOMEONE WHO TESTED POSITIVE FOR COVID-19, 
WE ASK THAT YOU STAY HOME AND WATCH SERVICES ONLINE.  

https://www.fbcpalmetto.com/fbc-media/livestream.html


 

Finding I Am – What is the deep cry of your heart? The ache in your 
soul that keeps you up at night? The prayer you keep repeating? 
Jesus not only cares about this deep, spiritual wrestling, but He also 
wants to step in and see you through it. This six-week ladies Bible 
study begins Thursday, April 8 at 9:30 am. Finalize your registration 
here. 
Body, Mind & Soul – Mondays at 9:30 am. Let's consider God's 
desire for our lives as we petition Him for good health, a healthy 
weight goal and the ability to love who we are - where we are. Are 
you ready? Let's get started!! 

Stitches for Missions – Do you knit or sew and are looking for a place 
to serve? Consider Stitches for Missions where everything created 
goes to our community and beyond. Contact PJ Jolin for more 
information at 941-320-1622. 

Encounter Parrish Bible Study – Encounter Parrish meets on 
Saturdays at 6 pm at the Gillett Chapel (12125 71st St E, Parrish) for 
dinner, fellowship and a Bible study. For more information, contact 
Pastor Kenny at 941-722-7795. 

Parking Lot Renovation – The church parking lots are being 
upgraded, expanded, and renovated. As each area is addressed you 
may need to find an alternate area to park in. We ask for your 
flexibility as we look forward to more parking spaces and efficient 
access in the very near future. You can use the drop off area of the 
Welcome Center for your family. Then look for our parking lot 
attendants who will guide you to the nearest available parking 
spaces. Golf carts will be touring the area to assist with 
transportation to and from the church. 

VBS Volunteer Training – Mark your calendars for this year’s VBS, 
June 7-11. Many volunteers are needed, and all skill levels have a 
place to serve. Volunteer training will take place on Sunday, April 25 
and May 23 at noon in the Square. Pick up a volunteer application 
at church, fill it out and drop it off at the reception desk in the 
Welcome Center. For more information, contact Julee Williams at 
941-722-0810 or email her at JR.Williams@fbcpalmetto.com. 

Quarterly Business Meeting – The next FBC Quarterly Business 
Meeting will be Sunday, May 16 at noon in the Worship Center. 

VBS– Destination Dig! Seek Truth! Find Jesus! Kids in grades K-5 are 
invited to join us for VBS, June 7-11 from 9 am-12:30 pm. 
Registration forms are available throughout the campus. Completed 
forms can be turned into the children’s ministry office anytime. Or 
visit our website for more information and easy online registration.   

https://www.fbcpalmetto.com/calendar/classes.html
https://www.fbcpalmetto.com/calendar/classes.html
mailto:JR.Williams@fbcpalmetto.com
https://www.fbcpalmetto.com/connect/vbs.html


 

 

 

1. How would you define an enemy? Why?  

 

2. What keeps us from wanting to categorize someone as an enemy? 

 

3. Make a list of the different reasons why a person would become an enemy. Be 
thorough.  

 

4. Since the Bible doesn’t teach us to ‘hate our enemy,’ why do you think Jesus addressed 
it? How do we show hate toward our enemies? 

 

5. What kind of love does Jesus have in mind when He gives the command to love our 
enemies? Why is this type of love important to understand here? 

 

6. What reasons does Jesus give that we should love our enemies? What would-be 
modern-day equivalents for us?  

 

7. Jesus tells us to be ‘perfect as our Heavenly Father is perfect.’ What does He mean by 
this, especially in the context of loving our enemies? 

 

8. What prevents us from loving our enemies? What are we afraid will happen?  

 

9. Return to question three. How would you tell someone to specifically love their enemy 
as you described it? 

 

10. What happens in us when we choose to love an enemy?   



 

Sermon Notes 

 

Big Idea: ____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Application:_________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 



Monday 
 

One Year Bible Reading Plan – Week 18– Day 1 

 

Now at Lystra there was a man sitting who could not use his feet. He was crippled from birth 
and had never walked. He listened to Paul speaking. And Paul, looking intently at him and 
seeing that he had faith to be made well, said in a loud voice, “Stand upright on your feet.” 
And he sprang up and began walking. And when the crowds saw what Paul had done, they 
lifted up their voices, saying in Lycaonian, “The gods have come down to us in the likeness of 
men!” 

Read all of Acts 14 

 

What does this passage tell you about God?  

 

 

What does this passage reveal about you?  
 

 

What do you need to change after reading this passage? 
 
 
 

“Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the royal son! May he judge 
your people with righteousness, and your poor with justice! Let the mountains bear 
prosperity for the people, and the hills, in righteousness!” 

Read all of Psalm 72:1–7 

 

Does this passage challenge what you believe in any way? 
 

 

What is the good news in this passage that you can share with someone else? 

 
 

How might this passage affect the way you pray today? 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+14&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+72%3A1%E2%80%937&version=ESV


Tuesday – Who Do You Love? 
By George Volpe 

“But I say unto you which hear, Love your enemies, 
do good to them which hate you.”  

Luke 6:27 

 

People are walking billboards. I see shirts that advertise Jesus. “What would Jesus 
Do?” or “He would love first.” “I am second.” “Jesus loves you.” The list goes on. Some 
like it. Some do not. When you send a message, everybody gets it. When Jesus fed 
5,000, He did not ask His enemies to leave. 

An obedient Christian does not love based on a political party, or the color of skin, 
or the preferences or lifestyles that match their own. A follower of Jesus Christ has 
spiritual vision that sees far deeper than what meets the human eye. And there is 
more.  

They have no book of offenses. They do not hold you to their standard. They will 
sacrifice for you even while you are attacking them. They do not allow your offenses 
to affect their love for you. How do they do that? By being yielded vessels. They are 
vessels of God’s power to love and serve. 

In the song, “You Raise Me Up” there is a line that reads, “You raise me up, to more 
than I can be.” It reminds me that with Jesus, I have access to power beyond my own 
to fulfill His purpose for me and to bless a troubled world. That includes everybody. I 
am learning how to embrace offenses so that I can come out on the other side with 
no less love than Jesus does. It is impossible on my own. But it is more than possible 
in the presence of Jesus. 

God’s intention of perfect peace for man has been ruined by sin. The destruction 
and rebellion against God has distorted all of the joy, peace, and order God meant for 
us here. But God is using the pain and challenges of this life to strengthen our resolve 
to be warriors for Jesus. No one becomes a warrior by lying on a couch. Warriors are 
made through overcoming difficulty over and over. Spiritual warriors are no different.  
From the smallest of children to the oldest among us, spiritual warriors have learned 
how to reach out to others, and how to let go of their grasp for self. It is an unnatural, 
anti-cultural thing.  

Generally speaking, we are willing to sacrifice for certain people. If the moment is 
right, we would do that for our spouse, our family, or that really close friend. But even 
at the worst of His torture, Jesus returned only love and forgiveness. Short of eternal 
rejection, there is no offense Jesus will not forgive. He gives enemies a chance to 
become family.  

Read Proverbs 24.  

One Year Bible Reading Plan – Day 2: Acts 15; Psalm 72:8–20 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+24&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+15&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+72%3A8%E2%80%9320&version=ESV


Wednesday 
 

One Year Bible Reading Plan – Day 3 

 

And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was standing there, urging 
him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” And when Paul had seen the vision, 
immediately we sought to go on into Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach 
the gospel to them.” 

Read all of Acts 16:1-17:9 

 

What does this passage tell you about God?  

 

 

What does this passage reveal about you?  
 

 

What do you need to change after reading this passage? 
 
 
 

 

“Truly God is good to Israel, to those who are pure in heart. But as for me, my feet had almost 
stumbled, my steps had nearly slipped. For I was envious of the arrogant  when I saw the 
prosperity of the wicked.” 

Read all of Psalm 73:1–11 

 

Does this passage challenge what you believe in any way? 
 

 

What is the good news in this passage that you can share with someone else? 

 
 

How might this passage affect the way you pray today? 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+16%3A1-17%3A9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+73%3A1%E2%80%9311&version=ESV


Thursday – Love Your Enemies 
By Paul E. Collier 

“But I say, love your enemies! 
Pray for those who persecute you!” 

Matthew 5:44 

One of the hardest things in life is dealing with our enemies. We have them. The 
issue is, do we see them through the eyes of Jesus? There is no better illustration, by 
my estimate, than the example of Corrie Ten Boom. Taken from Sermon Central, May 
6, 2018:  

“When I think of drawing on love's source, I think of Corrie ten Boom. Her family 
had all died in the Nazi concentration camps. Their crime? Hiding Jews in their 
home. Somehow Corrie survived. The war had ended, the camps had been 
liberated, and Corrie was speaking in various churches, sharing about God's love 
and faithfulness, even amid the horror. She writes in her best-selling book, "The 
Hiding Place": 

"It was at a church service in Munich that I saw him, a former S.S. man who had 
stood guard at the shower room door in the processing center at Ravensbrück. 
He was the first of our actual jailers that I had seen since that time. And 
suddenly it was all there – the roomful of mocking men, the heaps of clothing, 
[my sister] Betsie's pain-blanched face. 
"He came up to me as the church was emptying, beaming, and bowing. 'How 
grateful I am for your message, Fraulein.' He said. 'To think that, as you say, He 
has washed my sins away!' His hand was thrust out to shake mine. And I, who 
had shared so often with the people in the need to forgive, kept my hand at my 
side. 
"Even as the angry, vengeful thoughts boiled through me, I saw the sin of them. 
Jesus Christ had died for this man; was I going to ask for more? Lord Jesus, I 
prayed, forgive me and help me to forgive him. I tried to smile, I struggled to 
raise my hand. I could not. I felt nothing, not the slightest spark of warmth or 
charity. And so again I breathed a silent prayer. Jesus, I prayed, I cannot forgive 
him. Give me Your forgiveness. 
"As I took his hand the most incredible thing happened. From my shoulder 
along my arm and through my hand a current seemed to pass from me to him, 
while into my heart sprang a love for this stranger that almost overwhelmed 
me. And so I discovered that it is not on our forgiveness any more than on our 
goodness that the world's healing hinges, but on His. When He tells us to love 
our enemies, He gives, along with the command, the love itself." 

We have to forget what we feel about our enemies. We need to begin loving them 
through the strength and power of the Holy Spirit living in us. How liberating! Proverbs 
25:21-22 says, "If you see your enemy hungry, go buy him lunch if he's thirsty, bring 
him a drink. Your generosity will surprise him with goodness, and God will look after 
you."  

Be free today; love your enemies as God loves them!  

One Year Bible Reading Plan – Day 4: Acts 17:10-18:17; Psalm 73:12–28 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+17%3A10-18%3A17&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+73%3A12%E2%80%9328&version=ESV


Friday 
 

One Year Bible Reading Plan –Day 5 

 

And the Lord said to Moses, “See, I have made you like God to Pharaoh, and your brother 
Aaron shall be your prophet. You shall speak all that I command you, and your brother Aaron 
shall tell Pharaoh to let the people of Israel go out of his land. But I will harden Pharaoh's 
heart, and though I multiply my signs and wonders in the land of Egypt, Pharaoh will not listen 
to you. Then I will lay my hand on Egypt and bring my hosts, my people the children of Israel, 
out of the land of Egypt by great acts of judgment.” 
Read all of Exodus 6:28-11:10 
 

What does this passage tell you about God?  

 

 

What does this passage reveal about you?  
 

 

What do you need to change after reading this passage? 
 
 
 

“O God, why do you cast us off forever? Why does your anger smoke against the sheep of 
your pasture? Remember your congregation, which you have purchased of old, which you 
have redeemed to be the tribe of your heritage! Remember Mount Zion, where you have 
dwelt. Direct your steps to the perpetual ruins; the enemy has destroyed everything in the 
sanctuary!” 

Read all of Psalm 74:1–9 

 

Does this passage challenge what you believe in any way? 
 

 

What is the good news in this passage that you can share with someone else? 

 
 

How might this passage affect the way you pray today? 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+6%3A28-11%3A10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps+74%3A1%E2%80%939&version=ESV


Weekend – Stop Agreeing with Jesus 
By Phillip Hamm 

“Lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 
nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.  

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
Matthew 6:20-21 

 
An Associated Press article recently reported that a Massachusetts library was forced 

to make a public statement when it noticed a growing trend of patrons trying to pay 
library fines and printing fees with tokens from the restaurant/arcade chain Chuck E. 
Cheese. The Peabody Institute Library posted on Facebook a reminder that the tokens, 
while perhaps worth something within the walls of Chuck E. Cheese, are not actually 
legal tender and therefore cannot be accepted as payment. The library's Facebook post 
also added at the end of their reminder, "Please note, we also cannot accept Canadian 
coins." 

I think sometimes we do the same thing. The currency of the Kingdom of God is a bit 
different than we may think. 

In preparation for Sunday’s worship read Matthew 6:19-24.  
 
 

 
Stay Connected:  

Remember your neighbors, continue to share Jesus, and help them wherever 
possible. If their needs exceed your ability to assist, give the church office a call and we 
will do our best to help you help them. 

 

• Invite your friends and neighbors to watch live services on Sunday at 9:15 or 10:45 
am. We recommend staying consistent with our state officials’ guidelines of limiting 
the number who gather at one time. 

• Have Bible studies in your home utilizing resources from RightNowMedia. We can 
arrange for you to have a complimentary subscription: Text RightNow FBCPalmetto 
to 41411. (Note: there’s a space between Now and FBC.) 

• Reach out by phone to another church member or visitor to ask how they are doing. 

 

Please continue to financially support your church and local charities as they 
experience an increase in requests for assistance from members and the local 
community.  

You can give by using online giving, through the FBCP App, or mailing a check to: First 
Baptist Church    1020 4th St. W.    Palmetto, FL 34221 

You can communicate with us at 941-722-7795 or e-mail through the church website: 
www.fbcpalmetto.com.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6%3A19-24&version=ESV
https://pushpay.com/g/fbcpalmetto?src=hpp


                                                                                                        


