
  



Sunday Live Services – FBC Palmetto is open for live on-campus 
Sunday services and Bible studies. We continue to encourage face 
masks and social distancing for the comfort of those around us. 
Please enter through the Welcome Center only. Services are also 
available live online each Sunday for those who are not ready to join 
large groups. 

Weekly Schedule: 
Sundays Wednesdays 

Encounter Service 
9:15 am 

Celebration Services 
9:15 & 10:45 am 

Childcare 
(birth-Pre-K)  

9:15 & 10:45 am 
Kids Worship 

(K-5) 
9:15 & 10:45 am 

Adult Sunday School 
8, 9:15 & 10:45 am 
High School Youth 

6 pm 
Young Pros 

7 pm 

Choir 
Rehearsal 

6 pm 
 

Middle School 
Youth 

6:15 pm 
 

Orchestra 
Rehearsal 

7 pm 
 
 

 

 
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS: 
WNS –Oct 13, 5 pm– Meatloaf 
Big Questions?? Parenting Class – Wednesdays at 6:30 pm 
GO Team Meeting – Wednesday, Oct 13 at 7 pm 
Carpenters for Christ Meeting – Wednesday, Oct 13 at 7 pm 
Christmas Shoe Boxes Available – Sunday, Oct 17 
Stitches for Missions – Tuesday, Oct 19 at 1 pm 
Illuminate Night of Worship – Sunday, Oct 24 at 6:28 pm 
Christmas Shoe Boxes Due – Sunday, Nov 14 
  

IF YOU ARE NOT FEELING WELL OR HAVE HAD A RECENT 
EXPOSURE TO SOMEONE WHO TESTED POSITIVE FOR COVID-19, 
WE ASK THAT YOU STAY HOME AND WATCH SERVICES ONLINE.  

https://www.fbcpalmetto.com/fbc-media/livestream.html


 
Operation Christmas Child – Shoe boxes will be available 
beginning Sunday, October 17. Will you consider filling a 
Christmas shoebox for a child across the globe who needs to know 
Jesus? Filled shoeboxes are due back by Sunday, November 14.  
Illuminate V! The fifth annual night of worship will take place in 
the gym on Sunday, October 24 at 6:28 pm. There is no cost for 
admission. Bring the whole family and be blessed with the Light of 
Jesus!! 
Get Behind the Pastor – Join the Choir! Do you love to sing? Have 
you thought about joining the choir? It’s easy! Simply attend 
rehearsal Wednesdays from 6-7:30 pm and become a part of this 
dynamic ministry team. No audition is necessary and high school 
singers are invited to join us too!  
AWANA Clubs –Wednesdays, 6-7:30 pm. To register your child, 
pick up a form from the children’s ministry office or visit our 
website for more information. AWANA follows the Manatee 
County School calendar.  
Big Questions Parenting Class – Are your kids asking hard 
questions? Are there some things you’re just not sure how to talk 
about? Submit your tough question and then join us for our Big 
Questions Parenting Class with Phillip & Christy Hamm, and Kenny 
& Hope Tibbetts on Wednesdays at 6:30 pm. Let’s discover God’s 
word and how we can talk to our kids about those hard questions. 
Carpenters for Christ – The next mission trip is November 10-13, 
at Camp Jackson in Allendale, SC. On this trip C4C will partner with 
Glen Baptist Church and work on siding several buildings at the 
youth camp. The cost for this trip is $50 per person, which covers 
meals and a t-shirt. A full scholarship is provided to young men 
ages 14-24 who attend First Baptist Church of Palmetto. For more 
information, see Don Hedman or Glenn McKendree. 
Next Steps – Are you interested in knowing more about FBC’s 
values, beliefs, and mission? Call the church office (941-722-7795) 
to sign up for the next class that will reveal the heart of FBC 
Palmetto. 
Martha Ministry – If you are looking for a ministry opportunity 
you can accomplish from the comfort of your home, consider the 
prayer card ministry of FBC. The weekly time commitment is about 
a half hour to write notes to those we pray for as a church family 
each week. All materials will be provided. For more information, 
contact the church office at 941-722-7795. 
Stitches for Missions – Do you knit or sew and are looking for a 
place to serve? Consider Stitches for Missions where everything 
created goes to our community and beyond. Every other Tuesday 
at 1 pm. 
Baby Dedications – Are you interested in knowing more about 
dedicating your baby? Call the church office (941-722-7795) and 
ask to speak to a pastor.  

https://www.fbcpalmetto.com/connect/awana.html
https://www.fbcpalmetto.com/connect/awana.html
https://www.fbcpalmetto.com/component/rsform/form/18-parenting-class-question-s.html


 
 
 
 

1. Discuss the different ways light plays a role in life? Why do we need it? What 
is impacted without it? Etc.  

 

2. In what ways is our culture growing darker? How are things different than 
when you were a kid?  
 
 

3. Summarize the story of John 11. Who are the characters? What happened?  

 

4. What did Jesus not do when He learned Lazarus was sick? How does John 
describe the relationship between Jesus and Lazarus? How does this contradict 
what we normally consider loving behavior from Jesus?  

 

5. We may deny we believe God’s job is to make our life comfortable and painless. 
What scenarios may reveal we actually believe differently?  
 
 

6. What does Mary say to Jesus when she meets up with Him? Describe how she 
may have felt. What do you think of her honesty?  

 

7. How did Jesus respond when He went to the tomb? Discuss the words used to 
describe Jesus’ emotions. Look up and discuss Psalm 56:8 in relationship to the 
story. What role does Jesus play in our grief? What difference does this make?  

 

8. What is our cultural equivalent of Jesus telling someone to move the stone? 
What was Martha’s response? Why is this part of the story significant?  

 

9. What did the Light of World do in the face of the darkness of death? What is 
your response to this passage? Where does the light of Jesus need to shine for 
you in order to give life?  

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+56%3A8&version=ESV


 

Sermon Notes 

 
Big Idea: ________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Application:____________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 



Monday – October 11 
Illuminate – Part 2 – John 11 

Light Gives Life 
By Savannah Durden 

Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in 
the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. But if 

anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.” 
John 11: 9-10 

 
A few weeks ago, my father and I were reminiscing about memories from his 

childhood. We arrived at the subject of the garden he and his father tended in their 
backyard, and about one tomato bush in particular. This plant never had a problem 
growing leaves and surviving year after year. For many years, however, the plant 
was unable to produce any fruit at all. 

After countless failed attempts to get the tomato plant to bear fruit – their efforts 
included watering the bush more or adding better nourished fertilizer to the 
surrounding soil – an idea came to them that might finally work in the tomato plant’s 
favor. They decided to move it out from the side of the house and into a portion of 
the yard free of the shade produced by the house. It was only then that the plant 
was able to grow the tomatoes my father and grandfather waited so long for. For 
many years, the bush that looked a lot like a thriving one to the unobservant eye, 
was unable to fulfill its intended purpose: growing tomatoes. It was not until the 
plant came in direct contact with the light that fruit was able to grow. 

I believe this is how many in this life are when it comes to their relationship with 
God. So many might look, act, and sound a lot like Christians, but do not truly know 
who God is. They might have gone to church their whole life, learned all the right 
answers to religious questions in Sunday School, and have grown up around 
Christian people and ideals, but have never personally come to the saving 
knowledge of Jesus Christ. Similar to the tomato plant, growing up close to or 
adjacent to the Light is different than knowing and experiencing the Light yourself.  

In John 11, after hearing that Lazarus had fallen ill, Jesus shared with His disciples 
that they would be returning to Judea for Jesus to heal him. Appalled, the disciples 
questioned this decision because of the great persecution of Jesus from the Jews in 
that area. In John 11:9-11 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? 
If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this 
world. But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.” 
After saying these things, he said to them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but 
I go to awaken him.” 

The only One who could bring life to the dead man, Lazarus, was Jesus. Similarly, 
Jesus is the only One who can do that in our spiritual lives as well. It is only when 
Jesus personally fills our lives with His light that we can be made new and alive in 
Him. It is only through Christ that we are able to fulfill our intended purpose on 
earth, which is to abide in and glorify Him.  



Tuesday 
 

One Year Bible Reading Plan – Week 40– Day 1 

 
“But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. Indeed, I count 
everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order 
that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own 
that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness from God that depends on faith.” 
Read all of Philippians 3-4 
 

1. Which of God’s characteristics are shown in these chapters? 
 
 
2. In Philippians 3:7, Paul states that whatever he gains is loss for the sake of 

Christ. How should that change our perspective on our worldly possessions 
and achievements? 

 
 
3. What do you need to count as loss for the sake of Christ in your life? 
 
 
 

 
“My son, if you receive my words and treasure up my commandments with you, 
making your ear attentive to wisdom and inclining your heart to understanding; yes, 
if you call out for insight and raise your voice for understanding, if you seek it like 
silver and search for it as for hidden treasures, then you will understand the fear of 
the Lord and find the knowledge of God.” 
Read all of Proverbs 2:1–9 
 

Does this passage challenge what you believe in any way? 
 
 
What is the good news in this passage that you can share with someone else? 
 
 
How might this passage affect the way you pray today? 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Phil+3-4&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=phil+3%3A7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+2%3A1%E2%80%939&version=ESV


Wednesday 
 

One Year Bible Reading Plan – Day 2 

 
“For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created 
through him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold 
together. And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. For in him all 
the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all 
things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.” 
Read all of Colossians 1:1-2:5 
 

1. According to Colossians 1:13, who was everything made for? Why is this 
good news for us? 

  
  
2. How does this reflect the Glory of God? 
  
  
3. How does this knowledge about God change your attitude toward Him? 
 
 
 
 

“So you will walk in the way of the good and keep to the paths of the righteous. For 
the upright will inhabit the land, and those with integrity will remain in it, but the 
wicked will be cut off from the land, and the treacherous will be rooted out of it.” 
Read all of Proverbs 2:10–22 
 

Does this passage challenge what you believe in any way? 
 
 
What is the good news in this passage that you can share with someone else? 
 
 

How might this passage affect the way you pray today? 
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Col+1%3A1-2%3A5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+1%3A13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+2%3A10%E2%80%9322&version=ESV


Thursday 
 

One Year Bible Reading Plan – Day 3 

 
“Having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him 
through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead. And 
you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God 
made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, by canceling the 
record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing 
it to the cross.” 
Read all of Colossians 2:6-3:17 
 

1. How does this passage show us the fulfillment of God’s promises to us? 
 
 
2. What do these promises tell us about His character? 
 
 
3. How should the promises of God shape the way you respond to Him today? 

 
 

 
 
“My son, do not forget my teaching, but let your heart keep my commandments, for 
length of days and years of life and peace they will add to you. Let not steadfast love 
and faithfulness forsake you; bind them around your neck; write them on the tablet 
of your heart. So you will find favor and good success in the sight of God and man.” 
Read all of Proverbs 3:1–12 

 
Does this passage challenge what you believe in any way? 
 
 
What is the good news in this passage that you can share with someone else? 
 
 
How might this passage affect the way you pray today? 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Col+2%3A6-3%3A17&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+3%3A1%E2%80%9312&version=ESV


Friday 
 

One Year Bible Reading Plan – Day 4 

 
“Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives, 
and do not be harsh with them. Children, obey your parents in everything, for this 
pleases the Lord. Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become 
discouraged. Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, 
knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are 
serving the Lord Christ. For the wrongdoer will be paid back for the wrong he has 
done, and there is no partiality.” 
Read all of Colossians 3:18-4:18 
 

1. How does the instruction God gives in these verses show His love for us? 
 
 
2. How should we respond when we fall short of the teachings He gives us? 
 
 
3. How can you further submit to the instruction of the Lord in your actions 

today? 
 
 
 
 

“Blessed is the one who finds wisdom, and the one who gets understanding, for the 
gain from her is better than gain from silver and her profit better than gold. She is 
more precious than jewels, and nothing you desire can compare with her. Long life 
is in her right hand; in her left hand are riches and honor.” 
Read all of Proverbs 3:13–35 
 

Does this passage challenge what you believe in any way? 
 
 
What is the good news in this passage that you can share with someone else? 
 
 

How might this passage affect the way you pray today? 
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Col+3%3A18-4%3A18&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+3%3A13%E2%80%9335&version=ESV


Saturday 
 

One Year Bible Reading Plan –Day 5 

 
And the people of Israel did secretly against the Lord their God things that were not 
right. They built for themselves high places in all their towns, from watchtower to 
fortified city. They set up for themselves pillars and Asherim on every high hill and 
under every green tree, and there they made offerings on all the high places, as the 
nations did whom the Lord carried away before them. And they did wicked things, 
provoking the Lord to anger, and they served idols, of which the Lord had said to 
them, “You shall not do this.” 
Read all of 2 Kings 17, 25 
 

1. How do these chapters show man’s imperfections in relation to God’s 
righteousness? 

 
 
2. How do these verses from an Old Testament book point us to the Gospel? 
 
 
3. In what ways do these chapters deepen your love for the mercy of God in 

your life right now? 
 
 
 

When I was a son with my father, tender, the only one in the sight of my mother, he 
taught me and said to me, “Let your heart hold fast my words; keep my 
commandments, and live. Get wisdom; get insight; do not forget, and do not turn 
away from the words of my mouth.” 
Read all of Proverbs 4:1–11 

 
Does this passage challenge what you believe in any way? 
 
What is the good news in this passage that you can share with someone else? 
 
How might this passage affect the way you pray today? 

  

In preparation for Sunday’s worship, read John 12:27-36 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Kings+17%2C+25&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Prov+4%3A1%E2%80%9311&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+12%3A27-36&version=ESV


 


